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PEOPLE'S
MANIFESTO

This is us.

This is Brent.

We are English and Irish, Indian and Windrush,
We are Somali, Italian, Romanian, Chinese.
We sing in temples, in pubs and in stadiums.
We speak on the high-roads, in the libraries
(shush),

and on the Bakerloo line.

From Stonebridge to Cricklewood

From Queensbury to Queens Park

From Kilburn to Kensal Green,

We are mixing, melding, sharing, cooking,
dancing, praising, raising, playing.

We are unplanned and unfiltered,

We are the first place people come to

and the place people stay.

We are the past, the present and the future.
Thisis us.

This is Brent.

We are not just a borough of culture,

We are the Borough of Cultures.

The Blueprint Collective
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Hi there! And welcome to our book. It's lovely
to have you stop by...

On 1 December 2020, educators from across
Brent came together for an hour-long online
session where they worked together to create
this book commemorating Brent's year as
London's Borough of Culture.

Before you go any further, we'd love you to put
some of these songs on in the background
whilst you have a read.

We all know how much music can lift our
spirits and souls. Whether it's a song that
gets you going in the morning or a memorable
school performance, these are the songs that
remind us most of Brent, so see this as the
soundtrack to our stories.



What was chosen and why:

Dawn Penn

“My favourite song from back in the day, and
still does it for me now.”

Maroon 5
“This is my Friday jam!”
Ralph McTell

“This reminds me of the first school | taught at
in Brent."

Justin Timberlake

“We coordinated a whole staff performance to
show the children we were thinking of them in
the thick of lockdown. The song often comes
back in my mind as it sums up our purpose
as educators and uplifts you in those low
moments. Positivity breeds positivity.”

General Levy

“This reminds me of the young energy that we
all work with. It's totally uplifting.”

Cliff Richard & The Young Ones

“It was filmed in Queens Park in the 80's and
my friend'’s brother is in the video. It reminds
me of growing up in Brent and The Young
Ones was a favourite TV show of mine.”

Chucki Starr

“He's one of my favourite Brent locals!”

Janet Kay

“Lovers Rock always makes me think of Brent."

Bob Marley

“Does what it says on the tin!"
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Brent has not only been 2020's
London Borough of Culture, but it's
the London Borough of Cultures.
These are the words that spring
to mind when us educators from

across the borough think of Brent.

kind

motivation helpful wonderful
noisy vibrant

people

colourful special

£ diverse

friendly

. _home
surprising
education government

iendship
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Roundwood Park

NW10 3SH

"l love the unassuming approach you get
when you walk up to it from my school
and then thatamazing moment when
youreach the top of the park; you can
see Wembley and all across Brent and
thenthere's the cemetery;it's like the
pastand future allin one view. "

Fryent Country Park Stadium Shopping Arena
NW9 9SE HA9 OFD

"With multiple entrances to this vast "l love popping to the shops there,
~ space, it's super easy to access. they've always got everything
When there you feel like you're out of youneed.
London, with fruit orchards and the
natural environment for all to enjoy."




— "The pinnacle of modern Brent—it's an
architectural marvel. A place that's both
inspiring and uplifting.”

Lexi Cinema
NW103JU

"Awonderful local cinema, but you may
end up spending a bit longer than an hour

inthere”

_ WelshHarp

NW9 8SE

"Alittle sanctuary within the busy life
in Brent. A place to walk, picnic and
be calm. Spot wetland birds that you
wouldn'tusually see in a city (I think
Bill Oddie used to bird watch there).”




Blue Ginger Restaurant

HA3 0XS

"This Kenton restaurant has such
yummy food. Don't miss out on
the chillipaneer.”

The Wembley Stadium area

HA9 OWS

“| started working nearby in 2015
anditamazes me how the area
has changedin the last few years,
plus I love the Civic Centre
building structure.”

Fenwick's at Brent Cross

Shopping Centre

NW4 3FN

"l love the way the clothes are
displayed - the symphony of
colours, textures and forms."




“The coffee shop at Willesden
Green Library is one of my favourite
“From Kingsbury Lane on a clear day, spots to take a breather in. Calming,
inthe far distance, you cansee the agood place to chill and reflect with
Apex of the Shard as far afield as abook, and a coffee — not forgetting
London Bridge!” acroissant.” &= JRr/ THEATRE/F
: MUSIC?bAN({E{ =
CONFERENCEA \
“In Wembley Church | feel
God's presence. It makes
! i= ‘ me feel safe and secure,
ALY ; o il o\ o free from the world and all
n front of College Green Nursery N ¥ - > that's going on.”
on Hardinge Road thereis atree trunk ; :
where neighbours have set up a small
world, according to festivities at the : ; 4 ;
time of year and seasons. For - i HES L T O “All Saints’ Queensbury is
Christmas, fairies and elves have e AN a secret haven of calm and makes
taken up residence. It makes me [ Y X Y me feel safe, peaceful and tranquil.
happy to see the detail that's gone - \ - - When there, | feel like all is well and

into every little piece that makes up g s ks b remember the bigger picture.”
the scene.” :

"Sitting outdoors and
watching the ducks
always feels so surreal
atthe Grand Junction

"The launderette on Preston Arms pub by the canal.”

Road has amazing light. | love
photographing the area, and of

"

“Willow Nursery feels
like one big family. Warm,
welcoming and filled with
the beautiful sound of “The place is Harlesden Gardens. It : -
children, always leaving looks and feels likereal London, like - HARLESDEN
me proud.” aplace thatfeels like home butis only i GARDENS
astone'sthrow away fromwherethe = -
actionis. Theimpressionitleaves on
me is 'if thisis good enough for Louis

i

D Theroux, it's good enough for me".




WHAT
HOME
MEANS
TOUS

We asked the children and young
people we educate, from early
years through to secondary school,
to respond creatively to the theme
of ‘My Home'.

Some even sent us in a self-portrait
to accompany their art!
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They canbe
themselves!Insuch
adiverse community
they don't have to
fitinto a particular
stereotype setby the
rest of the community.

The schoolsin
Brent offer many
opportunities for
their futures.

The young people lwork
with are lucky enoughto
be surrounded by friends,
family and the security

of feeling connectedto
their communities.
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think that the young
people lwork with are
proud to be growing
up In Brent because
it'sareal place. It's real
London atit's most
diverse and dynamic.
t'snolongeraplace
to escape frombuta
place to aspire to be.

46

Brentis
simply
the best
place

to bel

Young people have access to
supportgroups like SWAY where
they can go after school to hang
out, and therefore can engage
with productive ways to spend
their time.
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CHAPTER TWO

OUR
PLACE

Whilst the Covid-19 pandemic
has affected us as a collective,
there have also been nuances
in how we've individually
experienced 2020.

Here are some of the things
we discovered about ourselves,
and our surroundings.
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| love nights in!

2020 has taught me about the

sheer importance of people. I've learnt
Every conversation in the staff thatwe as a
room, by the photocopier, community still
in the corridor is worth - ' need to develop
: ; This year's taught
something and it all adds up. me that you never a errongfer o
I've realised how AIEEELSOE ?eespsgnOSISIﬁtC}J
important social to happgn or how :
interactions and something may
touch are to me. play out. My sister
I've learnt to died in July this
appreciate how year.lused to
much | already have phone her every
in my life, and how day and now she’s
lucky I really am. gone. Thisyearlam
stronger thanl've
The importance of b
routine to give purpose
has been the best lesson | now know how to
of this year for me. stay at home! Before
| was always out and
about, shopping or
| value the people gallivanting about
and spaces around town, so I've learnt

me maore. how to stay put.
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2020: THE YEAR
I REALISED...

2020: THE
YEAR THAT
SHOWED US...



2020: THE YEAR I 2020:

2020: THE 2020: THE YEAR
YEAR I THAT I



2020:
SAY NO AND

SOMETIMES!

2020: THE
YEAR-LONG

2020:
ENJOY LIFE
AT A






RESOURCEFUL
RESILIENCE

In times of change and
transience educators have to
be extraresourceful. Whether
drawing on emotional
strength or continuously
injecting creativity into
learning, we're curious about
where our best resources
come from.

We've collated all the different

things we turn to, to keep
doing what we do.

64

My colleagues, the
Twittersphere, and
my students.

Psalms from The Bible,
humming along to songs,

and painting. Plenty of coffee,

my go-to playlist and
Google when in doubt!
Willow Nursery
resources,

Pinterest and Art.

Friendships, my 15-year-old teaching
toolkit, and my travel mug that always
has a hot drinkin it.

The children's  Walks with Poppy,

smiles, my our school dog,
amazing staff .
bullet journal. London and

listening out for
children coming up
the stairs into class.
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Guitars, ukuleles, violins, pianos,
and actually, literally anything

that will make a sound! Music
doesn't have to have expensive
instruments to be interesting.
There's a technique in everything if
you look for it. Oh, and plectrums.

Cups of tea and
laughter in the
morning as we set up
the nursery ready for
the children to arrive,
outdoor space and
playdough.
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Loud music

to wake me up
each morning,
time out to
draw and visits
to galleries and
museums.

Perusing libraries,
wandering around parks
and drawing on my
spirituality.

Brainteasers, interactive
learning tools and
creative, dynamic
resources.
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OUR
IMPACT

Our jobs can be demanding
and challenging, yet there
are always those moments
of reward that can lighten up
our day.

These are the moments

when we most realise the
impact of what we do...

68

When | see the smiles on
children's faces, when a joke

s shared. Or that return hug at
the end of the day when they
dash to meet their carer, then
return back for a hug and say

thank you.
When | see
pupils after they
My reward is when progress is S baf‘k Fl("om
made, whether small or large. surc?tr‘ner I'? igays
It's great when work reaches a i ; °Wtd gy &
varied audience and doesn't fit “|,1e con;? d Dy
stereotypes. the staff, it's

always a joyous
occasion.

When | see the progress that
children make. For example,

we had a pre verbal, partially
sighted, non-mobile child who
responded with a vocalisation
and a HUGE smile when taking
partina “bucket time” session. It
brought tears to my eyes.
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When the pupils are excited and eager
to learn through the experiences we
have planned. Even in moments they
may not fully grasp a lesson. But | feel
my impact mostly when | realise that
we are the most stable community in
some children’s daily lives.

When | see the

joy these children
experience from
coming to school.
They rush in through
the gates and leave
with so much to tell
their family.
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| always feel the
impact of what | do
when | bump into
children | taught
years ago, who are
now grown adults
and parents, and
we realise that I'm
now teaching their
own children.

When you get to
see how children
progress through
the school year,
growing with
confidence. Also,
when parents tell
you, “My child says
that you taught
him/her that,
thank you!".

When you see the joy on a child's face
when they engage fully in experiences
that you have planned and created.
Also, when you see a childreach a
development milestone especially
when it has been a challenge to get

there. Utterly rewarding.

When a child steps forward
to show me a skill that they
probably haven't shared
with anyone else. As a music
teacher, | get to see these
things regularly but | find it
really special when a child
offers something new.

They want to contribute

and stand out.
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CHAPTER THREE

OUR
STORIES

What's the untold history of Brent,
and what's in store for the borough?

We started looking back at some of
the most prominent things that
happened in or affected Brent over
the past 100 years - exploring
social, cultural, political and
personal moments.

And even in these unpredictable
times, we gazed deep into our crystal
balls to make some predictions for
the next 100 too — make sure you
come along for the ride!
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Inspires me to think . ‘ S
outside the box and not s e e ; Who have to battle thro
pigeon-hole myself. S SEEEET S ST storms of each day and still have
e : : asmile to share.




CLARY
STAL (D)

Awonderful artistand
costume Maker who inspired
me tobecome ateacherand
educator.

BRENT
MAYOR

He's made me feel thatlcan
join politics and contribute
as aprominent member of
society.
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THE VALUE
OF CREATIVE
EDUCATION

There's nothing like a
global pandemic to make
us appreciate the things
that sometimes pass us by.

So here we share what
2020 has taught us about
the important value of
creative education.

Creative education

is both enriching and
exciting. It supports us to
work collaboratively and
to improvise, and that
undoubtedly improves
an educator's resilience.

It's so important because it
gives children an amazing
opportunity to share their
ideas. Creativity is also a
fantastic life skill.

2020 has taught me that the value of creative
education cannot be underestimated. Itis so
important! One of the most enjoyable creative
things | did this year was making masks out of
the pockets of my blouses, just so that they
would match.

Creative education is priceless,
supporting people’s wellbeing. This
year we have had to be creative

in our teaching, encouraging daily
home learning and supporting
parents to support their child's
development using things from
around the home. Without creative
education we are just left with rote
learning and where's the fun in that?

It's so very precious because
it has kept pupils, parents,
staff and the entire school
community connected,
learning and upskilling in ways
we did not fully explore prior
to Lockdown.
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Adding meaning to a
person's life. Because it is
important to help young
people find that thing that
makes them feel special.
Something that brings them
closer to others through a
talent or skilland something
that will teach them self-
reliance and resilience
through difficult times.

This year |'ve gained a better
understanding of how to support parents
with educating their children at home.
We've had to pivot, creating and sending
homework via email to families.

It's essential for children’s development,
behaviour and progress. It helps them to
open their minds to different opportunities
and possibilities. Creativity has no limits; it
shows that the arts has no limits either.

Creative educators are so aware of
pupil needs and go above and beyond
to meet those needs. We have not
closed throughout lockdown and all
our teams have worked tirelessly and
cohesively — support staff, teachers,
therapists, parents, and senior leaders.
It's been a partnership of caring and
support for all stakeholders.

Creative education
Is magical because
it allows you to be
innovative, dynamic
and different!

The Covid era has taught us

to be more creative, using

Zoom and other social media.

In addition, we've had the
opportunity to look inwards to
reassess and revamp ourselves.
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CREATIVE
JOURNEYS

It's not always the end point that
matters most. There's beauty
inthe processtoo-andwhata
joyit's beento witness how the
young people we work with are
transformed by education.

Here we celebrate what those
journeys mean to us as educators.

The most inspiring, creative journey
I've seen a child go throughis an
awakening in understanding of
addition. This child struggled with
the concept for a whole termin Year

1 then suddenly one day —whoosh...

“I got it!" That eureka moment!

The children never

fail to surprise me
because through
moments of creativity
a true reflection of who
they are filters through,
and sparkles like stars
in the night.

| once taught a young girl who was in my Year

4 class, who was a selective mute. All through
the time she was at our school, she never spoke
once at school. When she got to Year 6, on her
graduation day she came looking for me, with the
most beautiful bouquet of flowers, and a card,
which read: “Miss Oriade, if there was a Nobel
Prize for Teaching, you would get it!"

Going to London

zoo with the kids was
wonderful —they got
to use the overground
as transport and they
absolutely loved it.



I've seen a child using the large I had one child starting at

' ' school having just arrived
wooden Community Playthings n the country. with very

blocks to create an amazing little knowledge of English
|arge-SCa|e mOdeI Of an a|rp|ane, andina very different
outside. Other children started to environment to their home
gather round and he allowed them country. To see them over
to join in his play. In doing so, he g;‘f/g%g?r?tg‘;“ci’;?{ et
invited other childrento go ona friendly, bubbly child whose
Journey with him. This was a huge thirst for learning is clear
deal for this child as he found has been a WOW. They
collaborative play a challenge. can communicate with
their peers and they make
an effortin every lesson
We had a child whose mark making despite parents who may be
was developing and whilst his unable to fully support them.

friends could draw faces and their
pictures could be identified, he was
not at that stage yet. He didn't want
to engage in painting and drawing
until we introduced portraits by
different artists like Picasso and he
discovered that he could represent
his ideas in different ways. He
spent ages on that first portrait and

’(cjhen was h%ppy tft)' crez?'fce throrl:gh My gUitar student,
S e i e e Jay, went from knowing
art, cubism and surrealism. nothing abOUt the

guitar to auditioning
for School of Rock in
the West End!
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| worked with a child
suffering from cerebral
palsy, who used to attend
Willow Nursery. He did a
2 mile walk from Alperton
to Wembley Stadium to
raise money for Children
in Need. Later he came
to visit the nursery and
recalled his experience,
and he recognised the
staff members that took
care of him.

I've loved introducing my children

to Mahogany Arts, and one particular
child called Max was put in touch with
them 10 years ago. His contact with the
organisation has built his confidence to
go to university, study ceramics, and

he now works as an artist and visits
Mahogany Arts to help other children on

their journeys.

Witnessing students that
have been re-integrated
back into mainstream
school or gone onto
successful post-16
pathways after a rocky
educational journey.
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CHAPTER FOUR

We may have had a little bit more
time of late to reflect on where
we're at, where we're going, and
also where we've come from.

We know not many of us sit down
to write letters these days, so we
thought we would take a moment
to pause and send thanks to some
of the most prominent people in
our life.
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To my fellow educators,

Thank you for the love
and care shown and givento
our children. Thank you for
your hard work and inspiration

FIGURES T
F I G U R ES doing for them.

We'd like toraise aglasstoall
of us—-the educators that keep

young people’s minds growing, Dear Dawn,
bodies moving and horizons
broadening. Thank you on behalf of all
_ our staff both presentand
We've written thank you letters those who have left the school.

to the people around us that
buoy us, whether someone from
our past or our present.

In difficult times you showed us
how to persevere, because
that's we do in our school.
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Dear Miss Lindsay,

Thankyouforbeinga
teacher who showed me the
importance of justice and seeing
the goodinpeople. Youmade me
want to work with children.

Tomy dogwalking
partner Becky and our
school dog Poppy,

| could not have
coped this year without
you both. You made me
laugh and keptme
sanel(ish). Poppy you were
always thereto give me a
smile, ickandawag,
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ToMum, my firstand best teacher,

llove you! Thank you for everything you
ever taught me. Even thoughyou never livedin
Brent, | take you to school with me every day.
| think about you a lot in my teaching life, most
especially because you nurtured my creativity
and exposed me to so many beautiful fabrics
and taught me how to sew. You encouraged me
to paintand always dressed me in beautiful
clothes in my favourite colours. | hope the angels
are looking after you. Mwah!

Dear Nicola,

Thank youforbeing

there whenthose moments
were hard to overcome.

To Mary Daly,

I'm so grateful for the
laughter we share on a daily
basis, with tears of happiness,
moments that happen so
randomly and unexpectedly
but remain so special.
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To Meera Shah,

Thank you for teaching me so much.
You are my inspiration.

To Sharine,

|am grateful that youand
| began our teaching journey
together and shared educating
and beyond.l have learntso
much from you and am grateful
foryour honestfeedbackand
motivation.

Dear Norma,

Thankyou for
supporting me throughthe
setting up and running of the
nursery, I'm eternally grateful
toyou.
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Dear Jenny,

Thank you for lying about my
age.lwould have never even come
backto educationletalone gotoone
of thetop art schools inthe country
(Wimbledon School of Art) and
become an educator myself. Amillion
thank you's to you, and Queen's Park
Community School.

Tolate Edi O'Farrel,

lam grateful for
allyoudid beyond being
amanager. Supporting
me throughoutmy
challenging traumatic
days and equipping me
with the survival guide
for life.
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This book wouldn'tbe
complete without keeping
the young people we work
with frontand centre, and so
we've written them thank you
letters to letthem know all of
the things we're grateful to
themfor.
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To the young people
Iteach and your families,

Thank you for your resilience,
honesty and strength. It'samazing and
inspiring how you allmanaged to remain
so wonderful throughout lockdown.

To the young people
I work with,

Iwant you to know that
these primary school years are
where all the magic seeds are
planted. Enjoy school, dream
big and please, please share
withus when you are not okay.

Tothe childrenlteach,

Rememberthatyouare
unique and you are goingto do
great thingsinyourlife. You can
do anything that you set your
mind to.
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Dear young people,

Remember-there
iIsNOTHING that you
can'tdo. No matter
howlongit takes,
never give up on your
dream.

To allmy young budding artists,

|wantyou to knowthatlamso
proud of you. You continually surprise me
on how quickly you learn new skills and
techniques. Thank you for all the beautiful
Artand Design work you have done. You've
enabled me to display it around the school

and make our space beautiful because of it.

112

Tothe children|teach,

You will always have my
backing. Whetherit'sasmall,
creative step or imaginative
leaps that make you a pioneer.
You are the best—keep
working hard!

Toallthe parents
and children,

| want you to know
thatyou are all valued and
unique. We recognise your
talents. We see you.
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To the young
people | work with,

Iwantyouto
know thatyou are
our future.Be
proud of who you
are and where you
live. Berespectful
to othersand our
environment.
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To the young people,

| want you to know that
you inspire me every day and
you are allamazing.

Toall of the young people
|l work with,

| want you to know that
what we do now inour day to
day lessons may not reflect
what you will ultimately
become inthe future but
it will shape a part of whoever
you become.
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Despite a global pandemic,
despite the uncertainty and
fear unprecedented in Brent's
history, we worked together to
remember the borough in our
year as Brent 2020, London
Borough of Culture as a place
that comes together for its
community.

This book brings together the
learning and reflections of our
educators — Brent Key Workers
—who have relentlessly adapted
and supported children and
young people across the year
and, despite everything, have
continued to prioritise art and
culture in their classrooms.
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THIS
BOOK
WAS
WRITTEN
BY...

119



Alicia Marco-Agullé
Willow Children's Centre

Andria Zafirakou
Alperton Community
School

Bola George
Brent Council

Deepa Vithlani
Elsley Primary School

Dina Oldham
The Stonebridge School

GemmaLewis
Brent River College

Jonny McCourt
St Joseph's Roman
Catholic Primary School

Karen Zajdel
Willow Nursery
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Margaret O'Connor
Manor School

Nicola Cummings
Queens Park
Community School

Nkiru Egbochuku
Wembley Central
Nursery School

Susana Duarte
Willow Nursery

Toyin Oriade
The Stonebridge School

Wendy Kelly
Jelly Tots Nursery

Image credits to

Roger Brown
for ANew Direction
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A New Directionis a London-based non-
profit, generating opportunities for children
and young people to unlock their creativity.

We work with partners across education,
culture and the creative industries, local
government and business, to support
children and young people to be creative
and experience culture, while identifying
areas of inequality and campaigning for
policy change.

A New Direction led the Education
Programme for Brent, London Borough
of Culture 2020 developing creative and
cultural education opportunities across
the borough.

The Education Programme was produced
by Alice Edwards, Chris Webb, Corinne
Micallef, Dhikshana Perring, Karen Thomas,
Karen Zajdel, Marina Lewis-King, Rebecca
Branch, Scott Burrell and Titania Altius.
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DIRECTION

The educationresources .3 3 5. -
were co-created with iN d 1VI d ua I

58 Cultural Leads and

downloaded 891 times. educatO I'S
took part

Educators came from 120 different
settingsincluding nurseries, primaries,
secondaries, Pupil Referral Units, SEND
Schools and childminders.

P 7 Cultural
training Leadership
sessions SEeSSIoNns

4 Cultural Networking events for
educators to connectwith artists
and organisations

The programme was
further supported by
65 Cultural Champions.



WHO IS B+A?

B+A is the fastest, most creative management
consultancy in the world. With studios in London,
Portland Oregon, and Shanghai, we answer
three questions for our clients:

What's going on around us?
Where should we go next?
and

How do we get the best
from our people?

We work for a world of cultural, charitable, and
profitable enterprise and so have clients in these
three sectors including Nike, Google, VSCO, and
the Barbican Centre.

This book was written using our trademarked
BookInAnHour™ process. Like everything we do,
it's Bespoke and Accelerated (that's what the
B+A stand for), to ensure maximum engagement,
creativity, forward momentum, and usefulness.

We've loved being part of this process and we

can't wait to hear stories of how you've used this
book, so don't hesitate to contact us anytime.

All the best,
Giulia Macgarr and Robi Wood

projects@bandaequals.com







