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WHAT WAS OUR 
SPECIALISM? 
SNS originally designated Media Arts college in 2001 
(later followed by Science and Inclusion) 
Giving us  
•Money 
•High profile specialist subjects of Music, Media and Art 
•Time 
•Equipment 
•Staff 
•The chance to share and develop expertise 
•Partnerships 
•Cross curricular projects between specialist and non-specialist 
•A timeline of success and a high profile here and abroad 

 
 
 



CREATIVITY 
NOW 
•No ring-fenced money 
•Much more emphasis on the core subjects and 
humanities and languages 
•Time 
•Equipment 
•Staff  
•The chance to share and develop expertise 
•Partnerships 
•Cross curricular projects 
•Continued success depending on curriculum reviews 
and funding 
•Governing body and parental support 

 

 
 
 
 



KS3 CREATIVE DAYS 

BHM 
Spy 
 

LGBT 

STEM 

News 

Trading Game 

Inclusion 

A French Play in a Day 
TKC 



BHM 





Inclusion 



News 



Spy 



LGBT 





STEM 





Engagement 

Excitement 

Personal learning and thinking skills 

Teamwork 

Linking all subjects 

Work Related Learning 

High profile events 

Higher level learning 

Core Values 



JOINT PLANNING 

THE COLLECTIVE EVENT 

THE STRICT DEADLINE 

OUTSIDE THE COMFORT ZONE 

RELATIONSHIPS: 
Teacher/Teacher 
Teacher/Student 
Student/Student 



Whole school study days 
 
Embedded in the curriculum 
 
Extended cross curricular themes 
 
 



EVERYDAY 
CREATIVITY 
 
Schemes of Work 
 
Lessons 
 
Teaching and Learning handbook 
 
 



Creative Manifesto: 
  
1. Innovative approaches 
2. Experimenting and making mistakes 
3. Working collaboratively with students 
4. Building and creating outside the norm 
5. Learning outside the classroom 
6. Reflecting on creativity 





WHY TEACH 
CREATIVELY? 

 
 
 

A video by Victoria Emes in 
which teachers and students 
share their thoughts:  
http://vimeo.com/8261917 
 

http://vimeo.com/8261917


Engagement 

Excitement 

Personal learning and thinking skills 

Teamwork 

Self managers and reflective learners 

Work Related Learning 
Interacting with the students 

Higher level learning 

Core Values 

MEMORABLE out of the ordinary 

I’M MORE ENGAGED WHEN I’M HAVING FUN 

They don’t just accept they question 

Promotes the school to the wider community 





Best thing  - the sense of working 
together in a creative environment 
 
Aspect to improve on – engaging  
all staff in the process 
 
How could that impact be improved –  
more joint planning 

 
 

CREATIVITY 
 



KS4 AND 5 



SUMMER SHOWCASE 

ART  DRAMA  MEDIA 
MUSIC  TECHNOLOGY 

 ART PRACTITIONER /STUDENT SEMINAR 

DALSTON OPEN STUDIOS 
 

PARTNERSHIPS 

BARBICAN 
HACKNEY EMPIRE 
ST MARY’S ARTS 



BARBICAN PHOTO BOOK 



SUMMER SHOWCASE ST MARY’S 
OLD CHURCH 
 



HACKNEY EMPIRE 



SUMMER SHOWCASE 
OUR OWN ARTS 
FESTIVAL 

Art Show 

Film Awards 

Sports Awards 



 
 
 
 
EXTRA 
CURRICULAR 
CREATIVITY 
 
 
 



 
...a visual representation 
of the volume of a tonne 
of carbon dioxide at a 
pressure of 1 atm and 
a temperature of 15 ºC. 
It is 8.117m high. It is 
the result of a project, 
developed with scientist 
and artist Dr Adam 
Nieman to illustrate the 
scale of the greenhouse 
gas problem. At the time it 
was built, Britain 
emitted a ‘Cube’ of carbon 
dioxide every 39 days. 
The world emitted one every 
80 days.  
It is our ‘Fourth Plinth,’ a 
space where things happen. 

THE CUBE IS... 



FABRICATE 2011 

RECONSTRUCT 2012 

School Productions 

Exhibitions 

Concerts 
The Cube 



ARTWORDS 2013  
 
 
 



POP UP GARDEN 2014 





SPECIALIST SUPPORT 

WEB 

MEDIA 

ICT 

SOUND 

VISUAL 

PRINT 



 
 

PARTNERSHIPS 
 

A New Direction 
Abney Park Cemetery 
Action Dog 
AfroReggae 
Barbican 
Bash studios 
BBC 
BFI 
Big Bang Science 
Blastbeat 
Bootstrap 
Boy Blue 
Bridge Media 
Cass Business School 
Catch 22 
Channel 4 
CineClub 
Cleveland Watkiss 
Courtauld Gallery 
Creative Partnerships 
Design Council 
English National Opera 
Film Nation 
GAP 
Guardian Newsroom 
Hackney Empire 
Hackney Museum 
 

Hackney Music 
Development Trust 
Hackney Music Festival 
Handel House Museum 
Hands Inc 
Happy Puzzle Company 
Highwire 
Immediate Theatre 
INIVA/Royal 
Geographical Society 
Institute of Mechanical Engineers 
ITN 
Jazz FM 
LIFT 
London 2012 
London Symphony Orchestra 
LynkReach Poetry Slam 
Mark Anthony Turnage 
Metropolitan Police 
Mouth That Roars 
Nikki Yeoh 
Parliament Education Service 
Photographers’ Gallery 
Ravensbourne 
Resonance FM 
Rio Cinema 
Rolls Royce 
l 

Roundhouse 
Royal Festival Hall 
Royal Opera House 
Saatchi Gallery 
School of Rock 
Science Museum 
Serious Music 
Shadow Robot Company 
Shakespeare Schools Festival 
Soda 
Somethin’ Else 
Space studios 
St Mary’s Old Church 
Stepladder 
Stonewall 
Takacs Quartet 
Taru 
Tomorrow’s Men 
The Bike Project 
Thin Martian 
UCL Science Centre 
University of East London 
Imperial College 
University of the Arts 
Wellcome Trust 
West Ferry Printers 
Whitechapel 

Wellcome Trust 
West Ferry Printers 
Whitechapel 
Wynton Marsalis 
and the Lincoln Jazz 
Orchestra 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have been very 
pleased to welcome 
visiting educationalists 
from: 
Australia 
China 
Denmark 
Finland 
Germany 
Japan 
South Korea 



Drumming at the Barbican 

Grayson Perry 

Tomorrow’s Men 



TRIPS AND ENRICHMENT 

• New York 

• Music Tour 

• Theatre 

• Shakespeare 

• Science week 

• etc 



THIS YEAR 



THE FUTURE CHALLENGES 
AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 
•Fundraising to improve Music provision and provide instruments to PPI 
students 
•Much more emphasis on the core subjects and humanities and languages - 
will the arts fit in? 
•Less time for extracurricular clubs and rehearsals 
•All students to receive a basic cultural offer, no more Alton Towers?? 
•Equipment that changes every day 
•Staff  turnover 
•The chance to share and develop expertise - UK more so abroad 
•Partnerships and work related learning 
•Cross curricular projects 
•Continued success depending on curriculum reviews and funding 

 

 
 
 
 



OUR COMMUNITY 

Year 6 

All staff 

Partners 
Parents 

All SNS students 

Hackney Schools and Sixth Forms 

London Schools 



 
Our community continues to 
value the arts and we attract 
students, staff and parents 

who want to join in 


